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| LONDON (UPI)— Communist 
j diplomatic sources reported 
j today that Peking was stealing 
j; Soviet rockets on route to North 
jj Vietnam across the Red Chinese 
j; mainland. 

! The sources said the Chinese 
jjwerc using the rockets to bol- 
jstcr their own stepped-up bal- 
listic missile program. 

! The rockets were described as 
! SAM2’s, Russia’s most advanc- 
ed surface-to-air missiles which 
Hanoi is using against American 
warplanes. The SAM2s are 
equipped with the latest elec- 
tronic gear and guided by 
. radar. 

Rumors Confirmed ■ 

The sources confirmed recent 
f ’i rumors that Peking “grabbed 
several of these rockets” as they 
] were passing by rail across the 
j Communist mainland to Hanoi 
j and seize their technological | 
equipment for the development 
of their own rockets. 

The confirmation came amid 
increasing indications that Red 
China' has double-timed its own • 
missile development program. • 
Peking announced that one of its j 
; recent nuclear tests was carried 
; out from a rocket in flight. 

China watchers believe Pek- 
ing may mow have medium 
range ballistic missiles in op- 
eration within two or three ■ 
years and intercontinental rock- 
ets by the early 1070s— an ad- 
vance by several years on pre- 
vious assessments. 

Communist diplomats said the 
Chinese have been helped in 
their efforts by stealing Russian 
rocket equipment as they appar- 
ently did during the develop- 
ment of their atomic bomb. 

The Russians have insisted 


! they never gave the Chinese the 
j know-how to produce an A- 
j bomb. While admitting that they 
j supplied Peking nuclear rcac- 
] tors, the Russians have insisted 
•j that this was merely to help the 
Chinese develop nuclear energy i 
for peaceful purposes. ! 
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unmofcc-oovict' nuclear ~ coop- T* 
oration ended in 2953 when the j 
two countries clashed over Rus- ! . 
sia’s refusal to implement an j 
agreement to supply Peking! 
with a "sample” atom bomb. | 

• But some time ago Communist! 
quarters revealed that Peking j 
had , "stolen” Russian atomic | 
secrets, at a time when the two! 
countries were still on cordial j 
terms and cooperating in a j 
wide range of scientific fields. 

The Russians sentt nuclear J 
physicists in the early 1953s toj 
China, end the Chinese were ; 
invited to Russia to study rsu-j 
clear development projects. 

Passage Delayed 
, Developments in ■ Chinese 
rocketry are ostensibly worrying 
Moscow, especially in the light j 
of mounting Sino-Soviet hostility ] 
which is expected to grow in j 
intensity if Mao Tsc-tungj 
emerges as the victor in the J 
current power struggle in 
China. I 

The Chinese are being ac-j 
cused by • Communist quarters 
of having actively "sabotaged" 
some of the Soviet arms -con- 
voys as they were passing 
through Chinese territory to 
North Vietnam. 

Some time ago the Chinese 
wore reported to have changed 
labels and markings on Soviet 
and East European arms for 
North Vietnam in transit, so as 
to make them appear- to be of 
Chinese origin. 

Later, they delayed the pas - 1 
sage by all sorts of bureaucratic i 
measures. 

Subsequently they demanded | 
payment in hard currency by | 
Russia for the transport of arms! 
through their territory. . j 
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